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The Twenty-four Solar Terms:
Connotation, Value, Transmission and Development

SUI Bin  ZHANG Jian-jun

(China Agricultural Museum, Beijing 100026)

Abstract: The twenty-four solar terms originated from the experience of the ancient Chinese people
who viewed changes of celestial phenomena in the sky and fauna and flora on the earth during their produc-
tion and living practice. While applied into people’s social life and production, the terms gradually formed
detailed time division, and thus a time system. The abundant scientific, philosophical and cultural connota-
tion contained in the twenty-four solar terms not only guide people’s agricultural production and social life,
including clothing, food, housing, and transportation, but also enrich their spiritual life greatly and pro-
mote the development of culture and tourism industry energetically. In recent years, together with other insti-
tutions, China Agricultural Museum has enhanced academic research, launched cultural heritage safeguard,
and established diverse action mechanisms to push forward the dynamic and active transmission among com-
munities of the twenty-four solar terms. As a common heritage of mankind, the twenty-four solar terms have
facilitated the exchanges and mutual learning among civilizations.
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