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Abstract: The Shangcun site is located in Xinxiang City, Henan Province, it’ s an archaeological

site of Longshan period in northern Henan Province. During the excavation of Shangcun site in 2018,

11 soil samples from the site excavation area were collected by diagnostic sampling strategy and carried
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out flotation. Abundant carbonized plant remains were obtained by flotation, including three crops of
foxtail millet, broomcorn millet and barley, as well as non-agricultural plant remains of six other grass
weeds and some fruit shell. The flotation results showed that the absolute quantity and ubiquity of fox-
tail millet were the highest, followed by broomcorn millet, and no rice and soybean were found, which
indicated that the agricultural structure of the Longshan period represented by Shangcun site should be
the northern dry-land agriculture dominated by foxtail millet and broomcorn millet. In addition, grapes
and some broken fruit shells were found in Shangcun site, indicating that human beings were also en-
gaged in some plant gathering activities, which may be an auxiliary agricultural production behavior.
By comparing with the flotation results of other sites in the Central China, it is concluded that in the pe-
riod of Longshan period, foxtail millet and broomcorn millet were mainly planted in northern Henan,
rice are mainly planted in southwest Henan, and the Central Henan is mainly the mixture of wet-dry
farming area. This archaeobotanical study provide a new thinking for exploring the characteristics of ag-
ricultural structure in northern Henan Province, and strengthens our understanding of the region agricul-
tural production in the period of Longshan Culture in the Central China.

Key words: Longshan Period; Northern Henan; plant remains; agricultural structure
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