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Supervising Crops-Planting: The Relation of the Rural Grassroot
Organizations and Agricultural Production in the Tang Dynasty

XIAO Zheng-hong

(School of History and Civilization, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi'an 710062)

Abstract: The rural grassroot organizations in centralism of the Tang Dynasty, had the legal responsi-
bility of supervising the development of agricultural production, and its historical necessity came from the
implementation of the systems of land equalization and regular tax in the Tang Dynasty. The duties such as
checking the registered household population, inspecting illegal actions, supervising crops-planting and urg-
ing taxes and services had significance in agricultural economy. Among them, supervising crops-planting
most typically mirrored the compulsory intervention of the Tang government in agricultural production,
which was reflected in many aspects, such as resource allocation, efficiency evaluation and farmers' choice
of economic behaviors. With the disintegration of the systems of land equalization and regular tax, the func-
tion of supervising agriculture of the rural grassroot organizations designated by the upper level gradually
lost its institutional basis and internal motivations, and tended to die out in the later historical development.
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