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An Investigation of Qianling’ s Granary Setting System: Focus on
the Issue of Grain Expenditure Institutions’s Grain Source

WANG Si-wei

( Department of History, Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: Besides the county granary (26 ), the grain expenditure institution in a Qin county consists
of the office of agriculture ( & ‘& ), affiliate township( & % ), and the director of works ( & = ). Not all of
these institutions have independent granary, and the grain source of them are different. The office of agricul-
ture does not have its own granary, and its grain source is an exclusive storing room in the public granaries.
The affiliate township builds its own granary for local requirement of distributing grains. The number of the
granaries in an affiliate township is influenced by the township’ s population. A small township might only
builds one granary, thus sometimes the granary would use up stores and rely on the grains transported from
the county granary. The director of works, Fanu( & %") and Sishe (}jii4~) do not build their own granaries,
nor do they have exclusive storing rooms in the public granaries like the office of agriculture. The grains dis-
tributed by these three institutions are all transported from the county granary. Based on the above conclu-
sion, we could know that the granaries set in a Qin county consists of county level granary and township lev-
el granary. While institutions like the office of agriculture undertake part of the grain expenditure work, they
do not influence the granary setting system in the county.
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