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What is Jiaopai( % # ) : The Relationship between Human and
Water in Jianghan Plain Lake Area

ZHANG Jian-min

(School of History and Civilization, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072)

Abstract:In the Ming and Qing Dynasties, Jiaopai( % # ) recorded in the local literature in the middle
reaches of the Yangtze River was not floating planting natureas Fengtian( #f ¥ ), but a floating living aquatic
household facility. Jiaopai ( 32 # ) was the residential initiative of the residents in the lake area to deal with
the flood disaster. It was different from the well-known boats and rafts, and the residents were not fishermen
but farmers. Jiaopai( % # ) was a relative choice made by the farmers in the lake area to adapt to the changes
of the environment and according to the needs of production and life. It can be regarded as a representative
measure for the residents in the lake area to seek advantages and avoid disadvantages and coordinate the rela-
tionship between human and water.
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