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"Protecting the Grave Forever'": A Study of the Clan Tomb Fields in
the Central Part of Anhui Province in Modern Times

WANG Zhi-long

(School of Social Development, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097)

Abstract: In modern times, under the guidance of the thought of reporting the origin and praying for
blessing, the clans in the central part of Anhui Province actively built tomb fields through diversified chan-
nels in order to protect the ancestral graves and carry out sacrifice, which promoted the development and
popularization of tomb fields, but most of them were small. The descendants of the owner of the tomb shared
the tomb field and managed it and a multi-level system of ownership and management of tomb fields was
formed in the process of continuous division, but each lineage branch must abide by clan rules of forbidding
pawn and sale. The clan mainly rented the land to other families and the rent changed with the increase of the
scale of the tomb fields, but the rent rate was lower than that of the common landlords. Although the tomb
fields were generally manifested as both the maintenance of sacrifice and the protection of ancestral graves,
the protection of ancestral tombs was the most important position, and the maintenance of sacrifice was only
the expansion of its function after the increase of scale. It was through the protection of ancestral graves and
the maintenance of sacrifice that tomb fields promoted the continuation of Chinese traditional clan society to
a certain extent.
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