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Migration, Environmental Adaptation and Technological Improve-
ment: Introduction and Spread of Capsicum in Southwestern China

YU Shuai WANG Si-ming

(Institution of Chinese Agricultural Civilization, Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095)

Abstract: Capsicum, native to America, was introduced into coastal areas of China in the late Ming
Dynasty. From Kangxi to Qianlong period, capsicum was introduced to the southwestern China with the mi-
gration of "Huguang moving to Sichuan" and the "Yunnan-Myanmar Road". With the expansion of planting
area, the localization process of capsicum shows strong vitality, resulting in a variety of new varieties and
processing and utilization methods. The spreading process of capsicum in southwest China in different peri-
ods can be clarified through the local records. The reason why southwest China has become a typical area for
eating spicy food is related to the interaction of the unique environmental conditions, the characteristics of
capsicum, the migration of people who prefer eating spicy.
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