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Make Joint Efforts to Develop Mountainous Areas:
the Expansion of Living Space, the Utilization of Water
Resources and Spatial Distribution Evolution of Tunxi

Villages in the Early and Middle Qing Dynasty(1693-1823)
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Abstract: With the continuous development of the social economy in the early and middle Qing Dynas-
ty, the relationship between people and geographical environment had become increasingly tense. Moeover,
the advancement of new crop cultivation techniques had promoted the regional development characterized by
agricultural cultivation, and the expansion of agricultural areas had been to a certain extent, which caused a
change in the spatial distribution of the rural settlement system. In order to alleviate the contradiction be-
tween people and geographical environment, a large number of water conservancy facilities had been built in
the mountains and hills surrounding Tunxi, Huizhou Prefecture. As a result, it became an important direction
of population migration in Huizhou Prefecture, which changed the spatial distribution pattern of villages in
Tunxi area since Ming Dynasty. During the reign of Emperor Daoguang, Tunxi Villages showed a ladder like
hierarchical expansion and strip-shaped distribution. From the process, the paper found the evolution trend

showed a strong stability, the demanding for living space expansion due to the population reproduction was
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the main driving force for the evolution of villages spatial distribution. And the Water conservancy behaviors
in different environments also had an important impact on the spatial form and distribution of the villages.

Key words: Tunxi; village; human-land relationship; water resource utilization; spatial distribution
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