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Medical Activities, Practice Scope and Daily Life of a Rural Doctor
in Huizhou during the Period of the Republic of China:
A Case Study of Wuyuan Doctor’s Diary in Republic of China

ZHAO Shi-di' YE Peng?

(1.School of History and Civilization, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072 ;
2. Center for Hiotorical Geographical Studies, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433)

Abstract: The newly published diary of a Wuyuan doctor provides his daily life track in the late
1920s. Through careful study of diary, the paper find that the practice scope of the rural doctor was basically
limited to the oval area with a long axis of about 20km and a short axis of about 10km, while the core area was
a small ellipse with a long axis of about 12km and a short axis of about 7km. This rural doctor had many proj-
ects of diagnosis, treatment and rich medical experience. In addition to practicing medicine, he also had many
recreational activities, such as reading, drinking tea, going to the theater, but the scope involved was limited to
the surrounding areas of his hometown. The practice circle of rural doctors shown in diary was relatively nar-
row, however, through comparison, we can find that it overlaps with marriage circle, market circle and sacri-
fice circle. Even in the middle of the Republic of China, most of the rural doctors still followed the traditional
path of medical practice, in which human relationship and morality played an important role. Even with the in-
fluence of modern medical knowledge, they failed to form a professional medical practice mode.
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