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State Policy and Social Decay: The Formation of Rural Crisis in
North Henan during the 1920s and 1930s

JING Yuan-yuan

(College of Maxism , Hunan Normal University , Changsha 410081)

Abstract: The rural crisis in North Henan during the 1920s and 1930s was related to the major
change of national policy. The change of state policy basis which turned to seek wealth and power not only
changed the government's administrative priorities, but also changed the power resources of the local gen-
try, which resulted in the collapse of measure about people's livelihood. Meanwhile, the government's con-
struction of modernity provided an opportunity for officials to expand power or make pay, but it gained few
achievements related to production and people's livelihood. Therefore, the peasants mired in the divorce of
tradition and modernity. And famine, violence and drugs had become the region-wide problems in the set-
tled north Henan.
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