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Why are Agricultural Pests Becoming More and More Harmful

YAN Huo-qi

(Institute of Science, Technology and Social Development, Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095)

Abstract: Compared with today's agricultural pests, there were fewer kinds of pests that had caused se-
rious harm in history, and the incidence rate of pests was relatively low. Since 1949, the kinds of serious
pests in agriculture in China have changed obviously, and the kinds of pests are increasing. With the increase
of pest species, pest damage is more frequent and more serious. Modern crop varieties, fertilizers, pesticides
and marketing are the main factors for the increasing severity of pests. Breeding and transgenic technology
are inadequate in controlling pest damage. In the future, human beings should learn to get along with pests
and control the hazard of pests within the limits that human beings can bear through various means, especial-
ly ecological regulation or ecological management.
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