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A Textual Research on the Historical Change of the Name and
Connotation of "Taiping Wagon"
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Abstract: The traditional craftsmanship of "Taiping Wagon" has been inscribed on the Representative
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Henan province in 2007, but the origins of "Taiping Wagon" have
yet to be further studied. Based on textual and pictorial materials, this paper, tracing the evolution of the con-
cept of the "Taiping Wagon", studies the origins and historical changes of the name of "Taiping Wagon". It
holds that the term "Taiping Wagon" appeared in the Northern Song Dynasty at the latest, and it was a dis-
tinctive local name of wooden vehicle that was used for transporting goods in the capital city of Northern
Song and the neighboring provinces. It was, however, a two-wheeled vehicle, different from the Pingyu four-
wheeled "Taiping Wagon" we see today. It was designed as a kind of civil transportation being used in peace-
time, rather than for military purpose, and that is why it was called "Taiping Wagon". The Pingyu "Taiping
Wagon" we see nowadays can be traced back to the Qing dynasty, which were being widely used in the rural
areas of Eastern Henan, Western Shandong and Northern Anhui in the Republic of China. Until 1970s and
1980s, the "Taiping Wagon" was almost completely eliminated in China.
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