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Barley Production in Early Xinjiang: Evidence from
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Northern Tianshan Mountains
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Abstract: The most of early barley remains in China are recovered in the northwest. Xinjiang was a vi-
tal part for the spread of barley, while further research is needed. Shirenzigou site, located on north piedmont
of eastern Tianshan Mountains, is one main pathway to get in and out of Xinjiang. The carbonized plant re-
mains unearthed from house F7 in IV area of the site are analyzed, and naked barley dated in 3100 years ago
are recovered. Based on the evidence from the distribution of archaeological context, ethnology etc., the cul-
tivation in Shirenzigou is not elaborate; Specific activities and facilities for barley processing and storage oc-
cur in F7, and the relevant activities for crop processing is possibly conducted around the fireplaces.
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