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The Evolution of the Land System in Qin, Han,
Wei-Jin and Southern and Northern Dynasties

JIN Wen

(Department of History, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097 )

Abstract: In the Qin, Han, Wei-Jin and Southern and Northern dynasties, the system of land occupied
by the people mainly moved along the path of state-owned land to private ownership of land, and then
changed from private ownership of land to state-owned land. Whether it is the land granting system and the
land bestowing system of the Warring States and the Qin dynasty, or the Mingtian (grant land) system of the
early Han dynasty, the Military-cultivated land system, the land occupation system and the Average-land sys-
tem of the Wei-Jin and Southern and Northern dynasties, they have distinct characteristic of the time. They
are the product conforming to the development of history and social. The development of the private owner-
ship of land in the Qin and Han dynasties greatly aroused the enthusiasm of the landlords and farmers, but
the land annexation caused by it was also the main reason that led to the complete destruction of their land
system. The development of state-owned land in the Wei-Jin and Southern and Northern dynasties would
eventually give place to the private ownership of land which is more efficient, and it is the general trend of
history and social development. The evolution of land system in the Qin, Han, Wei-Jin and Southern and
Northern dynasties also left many valuable experience and lessons to future generations.
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