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Structure and Transactions of Land Ownership in North
China during Qing Dynasty: Take Land Contracts in Pengyang,
Tmud and Taihang Mountain Area for Examples
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Abstract: It is broadly accepted among Chinese academia, that in traditional era the structure of land
ownership in north China was not as complicated as that in south, the transactions of land ownership were
not as diverse as that in south, and most land transactions were one-time sell off. As for land ownership and
its transaction, there're regional differences between these two parts of China. But this paper takes Qing Dy-
nasty land contracts in Pengyang, Tumd, and Taihang Mountain area as evidence to prove that the structure
of land ownership in the whole China was identical. Just like the south, the north also had the division of
land ownership between the surface and the bottom of the land. Also there're various land transaction meth-
ods such as “dian” |, “mortgage rent” and so on. The loss of a farmer's land ownership usually was a gradual
process from “dian” | “price seeking” to “final sale”. One-time sell off was not the main method of land
transaction in north China.
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