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A Comparison of the Amount of Labor Used in Agricultural
Production to Maintain the Subsistence of Farmers in
Northern and Southern China of Modern Times

MA Lie LlJun

(College of Economics and Management, China Agricultural University, Beijing 100083)

Abstract: The living standards of farmers in modern China have always been the focus of economic
history research, but the current researches mostly focus on the overall research of farmers' living standards,
and there is still lack of discussion on a specific aspect. Starting from the basic pattern of agricultural produc-
tion " the rice mainly grown in the south and the wheat mainly grown in the north ", this article quantifies the
amount of labor required by farmers in the north and south of China to produce food which sustain their fam-
ilies on the basis of modern agricultural statistics. It is found that farmers in the south can produce food for
their families with less labor than farmers in the north, which proves from the side of that the living standard
of farmers in the south is higher than that in the north.
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