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mance and the New Regime's Response: Taking Eastern Zhejiang as
the Center
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Abstract: The reason why the traditional rural drama performance was continuous and had lasting
toughness was mainly that it had a stable generating mechanism in the rural society. Although the being need-
ed and needing relationship between drama and rural society was an important aspect of this generation
mechanism, the more important aspect was the network formed around rural drama and the power competi-
tion of rural "elites" in this network. To some extent, it was the power competition of rural "elites" in the dra-
ma "cultural network" that promoted the continuous generation of traditional rural drama performance. The
traditional rural drama had brought challenges to the new and old regimes. The old regime led by the Chi-
nese Kuomintang generally failed to meet this challenge, because the mechanisms through which traditional
village plays were produced were not fundamentally touched. The new regime led by the Communist Party
of China updated the generating mechanism of rural drama by developing rural drama troupes and adding
norms and political elements into the network formed around the rural drama troupes, and partly achieved

the purpose of adapting rural drama to the new society.
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