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New Evidence of the Marking Term "Piao"( %)) in the Bamboo Slips
of Qin and Han Dynasties

LI Hong-cai

(Yuelu Academy, Hunan University, Changsha 410082)

Abstract: In Qin and Han bamboo slips, the word "Piao" ( %] ) is often used to indicate livestock lo-
gos. it was usually thought to be a way of forming marks with a knife or branding, or "Piao" ( #| ) is pro-
nounced as "Biao" (47 ). This article points out that the "Piao" (%] ) in the Qin and Han bamboo slips cannot
be read as "Biao" (4% ) and it is not the mark on the buttocks or knife cut, but a method of pinprick ears to
mark the livestock, through the text exegesis, document interpretation, the format of the logo term, and the
image supporting evidence. When discussing the format of the content of livestock markings in the Qin and
Han bamboo slips, the paper makes a comparative analysis of special words such as "Zuozhan"( £ %7 ), "Li-
angchui" ( # 3% ), "Duanjiao" ( ¥ /& ), "Juebi" ( # 3% ) and so on. This article proves the rationality of "Piao"
(2]) in the Qin and Han bamboo slips as an ear acupuncture marking method, by sorting out the close rela-
tionship between "Piao" (%] ) and pinprick, combined with the related descriptions of ear markings in the lit-
erature, contacting the relics of modern marking methods of pinprick ears.
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