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Text and Technology: Generation and Dissemination of Flower
Books in the Qing Dynasty

LIU Shuang HUI Fu-ping
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Abstract: There are about 146 flower books in the Qing Dynasty. Compared with the Ming Dynasty,
the number of chrysanthemum, orchid and rose book has increased greatly. Guangqunfangpu ({ )~ #%1%) )
and Huajing ({12.%t) ) created two ways of writing flower book: one is the value orientation provided by the
government; the second is the value purport formed by the folk intellectuals. The text of flower book has
been shaped by political involvement, academic evolution and personal interest, presenting different text
forms of purposed interests. Flower technology is the local micro-knowledge formed in the scholar's garden.
The record of flower book to horticultural technology often lags behind. Due to the aesthetic standards and
the complex of famous flowers, the technology has the limitation of emphasizing the text rather than the pic-
ture. In the context of "scientific imagination", modern scholars add, delete and transform the text of flower,
which proves the shortcomings of the technology of flower books. In the social network between scholars,
peasants and businessmen, flower books can not break through the boundaries of the stratum in terms of tech-
nical exchange, renewal and dissemination, and it is difficult to move towards the modern transformation.
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