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The Ups and Downs of Green (Rice) Brick Tea Production
in Modern China
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Abstract: From 1870s to 1917, it was a prosperous period of green (rice) brick tea in modern China.
Three main reasons for the prosperity of green (rice) brick tea production in modern China were the low
price and good quality of tea brick, convenient transportation, the preference of the residents in many regions
of Russia and the strong demand for brick tea in the Russian market. The Russian brick tea factories and Chi-
nese brick tea factories had their own characteristics in production. After 1918, the production of green (rice)
brick tea in modern China declined rapidly, mainly because of the loss of export market, the suspension of
Russian brick tea factories, and the failure of Chinese brick tea factories to revive.
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