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Study on "Shuitou" (7K k) of Ningxia Town in Ming Dynasty
XU Jing

(Institute of Xixia Studies, Ningxia University, Yinchuan 750021)

Abstract: As the water source, "Shuitou" ( 7K 3k ) was a unique cultural landscape in the Northwest
towns in Ming Dynasty. Taking Ningxia town as an example, there are at least 50 relatively large "Shuitou",
most of which are distributed near the "side wall" that marks the climate boundary, and become one of the
stages for frequent interaction between the farming and nomadic people. "Shuitou" reflects the natural ecolo-
gy during this period ,especially the distribution of the groundwater and the conservation of trees, and it also
reflects the tortuous process that people with different living methods actively adapt and use the northwest ar-
id region of China, furthermore it reflects the close relationship of interaction and blending in the political,
economic, cultural and military between the farming and nomadic people in the history.
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