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Preliminary Study on the Disaster Relief System of
the Shang Dynasty

LIU Ji-gang

(School of Management, Henan University of Chinese Medicine, Zhengzhou 450046)

Abstract: In the Shang Dynasty, natural disasters greatly affected people's production and life. Kings
of the Shang Dynasty carried out a series of measures to rescue and assist the stricken people. A spiritual as-
sistance system, with the king as the chief wizard and common wizards as the main body and a material assis-
tance system,with the king as the chief executive, and ministers as members , came into being. The relief sys-
tem, on the one hand, stabilized people's psychology and, on the other hand, provided necessary material
help for the stricken people. It has certain positive significance for social stability, and it also has exploratory
significance for the development and improvement of future disaster relief systems.
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