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A Study on Quannong Shuo ({31 &)) from the Perspective
of Philology and History of Technology

SONG Yuan-ming' DU Xin-hao®
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100083; 2.Institute for the History of Natural Science, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190)

Abstract: Quannong Shuo({ %1 K #L) ) is a rare local agricultural book in Jiangnan area. It was written
by Zhuozheng Laoren in the Qianlong period of Qing Dynasty. The extant version is a combined edition with
Wang Xinjing's Outian Shu({X & 4 ) ) printed by Zeng WangYan, governor of Shaanxi Province in the sev-
enth year during the Xianfeng Reign. Through the study of the book, this paper clarifies the source and the
writting time of Jiashu Bian ( {/m J& % ) ) which is another important agricultural book , and corrects the
wrong views on the identification of the author. The book also introduces the research conducted by mathe-
maticians on the pit-cultivation, which is a unique case about how mathematics influences agronomy in the
Ming and Qing Dynasties. The book keeps a record of numerous new agricultural technologies in pitting
fields, arboriculture and animal husbandry, and it is also beneficial for us to deepen the academic understand-
ing of the history of agricultural technology in Hang-jia-hu area in the mid Qing Dynasty.
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