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Preliminary Discussion on Multispecies Crop Cultivation System in
Xuhai Region during the Shang and Zhou Dynasties: Archaeobotan-
ic Case Study from Miaotaizi Site at Xuzhou
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(I1.Nanjing Museum, Nanjing 210016; 2. Xuzhou Museum, Xuzhou 221010)

Abstract: A large number of charred macro-plant remains, which were obtained by systematic flota-
tion at Miaotaizi Site, reveals the subsistence of the site from Late Shang to Han Dynasty. The crop assem-
blage of Miaotaizi site includes foxtail millet, broomcorn millet, rice, wheat and soybean. The quantitative
analysis showed that the dryland crops represented by millets and wheat were the most important parts of ag-
ricultural planting of the settlement, and rice and soybean were always in the complementary role. The plant-
ing of millets has been greatly expanded in western Zhou Dynasty while wheat experienced a downward
trend after Late Shang Dynasty.
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LGV )E Portulaca L. 21 4 0.50 10.81
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