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From Returning the Official after the Autumn Harvest to Taking an
Interest Policy: The Evolution and Moral Predicament of Famine
Relief Interest Strategies in Ancient China

YANG Yi-dan QIAO Qin

(Institute of Chinese Agricultural History and Culture, Northwest A&F University/Key Laboratory of Traditional Agricultural
Heritage of Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Yangling 712100)

Abstract: Loan relief is a famine relief measure aiming to meet the basic needs of disaster victims or
the poor in borrowing rations, seeds, and cattle. In the implementation of loan relief, the poor social attri-
butes of the rescued and the moral legitimacy of famine relief internally require the adoption of measures of
"returning the official after the autumn harvest" and do not charge loan interest. However, the frequent short-
age of resources for famine relief, the difficulty of continuous operation of famine-prepared warehouses, and
the financial pressure caused by daily disaster relief have forced to introduce the "taking an interest" policy.
However, charging interest on relief loans violated the original intention of the system.The evolution of the
strategies reflected the internal moral dilemma of the system in ancient China.
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