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Rural Election Movement and Formation of the Peasants'
Democratic Consciousness in the Anti-Japanese Base Area of the
Middle Jiangsu Province

HOU Yan-xing

(School of Marxism, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241)

Abstract: In the later period of the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression, there was a rural
election movement in the middle of Jiangsu province. In this movement, the CPC adopted realistic political
strategies and meticulous mobilization means to shape citizenship and conduct a runoff election, and then
successfully carried out a profound democratic practice and a lively democratic education. The people in the
base areas got the democratic enlightenment, and therefore shaped their democratic consciousness, including
the consciousness of ownership, equality and participation. The rural election movement is not electoralism,
but a democracy of action. It provides enlightenment for the grassroots democratic construction in contempo-
rary China. That is to say, it should be formed the democratic consciousness through the democratic practice,
and then come into being the strong democratic political psychology and the universal democratic cultural
identity.
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