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A Textual Research on the Grain Planting and Harvest Time in
Turpan Basin from Jin to Tang Dynasties:
According to the Ancient Turpan Documents
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Abstract: A large number of documents from the Jin to Tang dynasties, unearthed from the Astana
cemetery in Turpan provide us with abundant materials for studying the agricultural activities and plant utili-
zation of our ancestors. Early researchers have discovered the types of crops, crop planting and grain utiliza-
tion, but the understanding of the issue about the specific sowing and harvest time of cereals are still open.
Based on the approximate data provided by the Turpan unearthed documents, combined with the Shuo-Run
and the historical date comparison tables, the approximate sowing and harvesting times of barley, wheat,

common millet and foxtail millet during the Jin to Tang Dynasties in Turpan Basin are estimated. We found
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that the ancient Turpan people generally planted wheat and barley from the end of February to early March,
and mid to late March, respectively. They harvested barley and wheat from late June to early July, and mid to
late-July, respectively. The planting time of foxtail millet and common millet were relatively flexible. Rough-
ly from mid-May to mid-July on the Gregorian calendar, and the harvest time is roughly in early mid-Octo-
ber. Due to the need to rush to harvest barley and wheat in summer, the rent or repayment time of the two
grains is roughly the same as the harvest time. As there is less farm work at the end of autumn, farmers can
calmly manage the fall, so the date of handing over the millet is later than the harvesting time.

Key words: from Jin to Tang Dynasties; Turpan Basin; sowing and harvesting times of cereals; un-
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"People in Yin Dynasty Advocate Drinking Li Wine":
An Interpretation of "Nuo(#%)" in Oracle-Bone Inscriptions

SU Cheng-ai

(Institute of History and Culture, Anhui University of Finance and Economics, Bengbu 233030)

Abstract: The oracle-bone inscription % (N) was used to indicate the name of a common crop at that
time. For a long time, there has been no final conclusion on the interpretation of the inscription. According to
the new archaeological data and ancient documents, the primary staple food grain of the ancestors for the
Shang Dynasty was rice, the wine brewed by fine (glutinous) rice represented by Li wine has become the
most important wine of Shang people; From the phenomenon that "fine" as "wine rice" often coexisted with
"rice" as ordinary rice in the post Shang Dynasty, it can be inferred that there should be many examples of
"rice" and "fine" written simultaneously in the Shang Dynasty. Various evidences show that the inscription
written simultaneously with N in the oracle-bone are indeed "rice". Combined with other cases, phonology
and glyphs of the inscription, the shape of brewers and the farming time of crops, it is concluded that the ora-
cle-bone inscription often aligned with "rice" are "fine", which can produce special rice suitable for brewing
fine rice wine such as Li wine under ancient technical conditions.

Key words: Yin shang li( % #18% ) ; oracle-bone inscriptions; rice; fine; textual research and argument
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