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The Speed of Xiangjiang Waterway Transportation Reflected in the
Newly Published Eastern Han Strips Excavated from the May First
Square at Changsha

ZHANG Zhao-yang

(School of Humanities, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200240)

Abstract: Xiangjiang river connects the Zhujiang river system and the Yangtze river system and has a
very long history of waterway transportation. Eastern Han documents recently excavated from the May First
Square at Changsha show that merchants often utilized Xiangjiang waterway for shipping goods. Therefore,
a question arises: what was the speed of Xiangjiang waterway transportation in the Han dynasty? Strip no.
975 from the May First Square, which was newly published in Dec., 2019, provides us very valuable infor-
mation. We can make two points: Strip no. 975 records an event of Xiangjiang waterway transportation from
Linxiang to Bian county; and the speed of counter-current transportation of Xiangjiang waterway was about
38 li per day in Han measure.
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