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The Development of American Tung Oil Industry in The Early 20th
Century and China's Response

JING De

(School of Accounting, Chongqing Technology and Business University, Chongqing 400067)

Abstract: At the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century, the excellent character-
istics and industrial uses of tung oil in China were continuously developed and widely used by Western in-
dustrial powerful nations. As the only tung oil producer in the world at that time, China's tung oil export
trade continued to grow and became an important source of national economy. In order to reduce the depen-
dence on Chinese tung oil and even have an impact on Chinese tung oil industry, the United States has tried
to introduce Chinese tung oil trees to develop its own tung oil industry since 1902, and has gradually made
considerable achievements through efforts. The development of tung oil industry in the United States has
aroused strong reaction from Chinese people. People generally feel nervous and worried about the future of
China's tung oil industry. In order to meet the challenge of American tung oil industry and maintain China's
status in the world, China also responded positively. While paying close attention to the development of tung
oil industry in the United States, it began to use modern science and technology to improve tung oil industry,
and the government also used administrative power to take relevant measures. Behind the development of
tung oil industry in China and the United States, it deeply reflects the key role of advanced social system and
scientific and technological means in national industrial development.
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