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Purchasing of the Real State and Naturalization of the Shed People
during Qing Dynasty: An Examination Based on the Documents of
Zhoujiayuan in Huizhou

HUANG Zhong-xin WANG Yu-lu

(Center for Historical Geography, Jinan University, Guangzhou 510632)

Abstract:The Yang's family documents of Zhoujiayuan recorded the process of the shed people buying
land and settling down in Huizhou in the 19th century. Since the beginning of 1805, the Yang's shed people
first purchased land together with other shed people, and later gradually purchased a large number of moun-
tain fields separately in Zhoujiayuan, which were used for building houses, burials, forest operations. And
they established an independent income tax account. They were also incorporated into the Baojia system of
She County. After the division of the family in 1834, the Yang's family continued to expand the scale of land
purchase in the surrounding areas, and eased the investment in forest operations. They also opened a Tujia
tax account in Xiuning County to pay the money and grain. Seeking new settlement space outside of the tra-
ditional Huizhou clan villages, buying land and property, and joining various types of household registration
are all-important opportunities for the shed people to settle down in Huizhou.
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