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Beautiful Agriculture: Plant Dyes in Song Dynasty

CHENG Min-sheng

(School of History and Culture, Henan University, Kaifeng 475001 )

Abstract: Being the main force in the realization of cultural colors, the organic dyeing plants in the
Song Dynasty were rich in species and good in performance. These dyes were mainly used for spinning, pa-
per dyeing, hairdressing and even decorating food. Given that, the government made a large number of pur-
chases, and people took part in commercial trading of a particular commodity widely. As important activities
involved the industries of agriculture, handicraft, and commerce, people of Song dynasty fully made good
use of the color beauty and spirituality of dyed plants such as safflower, hematoxylin, bluegrass, comfrey,
yellow gardenia, acorn, etc., and promoted the widespread planting of dyed plants and the development of
dyeing industry, driving prosperity of the color economy. Dyeing plants had a variety of values, including the
values of economy, culture, and medical and health care. In particular, they provided people with the enjoy-
ment of beauty, made the society more colorful , and enrich people's spiritual and material life in Song dynas-
ty, which can be praised as beautiful agriculture.
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