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Benefits from Jiangnan: Legume Crop Replacement in North China
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Abstract: Different from the traditional population pressure -- increasing multiple cropping -- introduc-
ing soybean interpretation mode, this paper holds that population pressure was not the fundamental cause of
soybean expansion in North China. During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the economic development in the
south of the Yangtze River greatly enhanced the intensive level of agricultural production, expanded the de-
mand for bean cakes, and reshaped the agricultural production mode in North China through trade forms
such as water transport and sea transportation. Summer sown soybean was introduced into the cultivation sys-
tem of North China because of the cultivation value of fertilizing and cultivating land and the economic val-
ue of pressing oil to make cakes, replacing the adzuki beans, expanding the planting scale, becoming the core
crop of the new two-year triple cropping system, and promoting the industrial upgrading of the soybean in-
dustry in North China.
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