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Sericulture in Guan Zhong Area during Zhou,
Qin and Han Dynasties

WANG Zi-jin

(School of History, Northwest university, Xi'an 710127)

Abstract: The industrial center of sericulture in the Warring States Period, Qin and Han Dynasties was
concentrated in the eastern region. However, on the basis of the achievements made by Zhou people in farm-
ing and weaving, the economic development of the people in Qin dynasty located in the northwest were actu-
ally involved the sericulture industry. The prosperity of the sericulture industry in Qin dynasty was followed
by Han Dynasty. The early manifestation of the worship "Weaver Girl", that is, the statue of "Shipo" by the
pool in Kunming area, was a cultural relic with positive significance. The relevant information in the Fan
Sheng-Chih Shu also revealed the historical phenomenon of the developed sericulture in Guanzhong. The cul-
tural relics included unearthed gilt copper silkworms and something else. This finding reflected the folk ritu-
als and customs related to the burial rituals, and can be regarded as a reflection of the relationship between
the sericulture industry and the accumulation of social wealth. The research on the production scale and pro-
duction level of the sericulture in Guanzhong area help us to fully understand the overall situation of econom-
ic development at that time, and it is also of positive significance to the research on the history of the Silk
Road.
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