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Flood and Salt Crisis in Hedong Salt Pond in 1757
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Abstract: With salt as the center, and human, sun, water and wind interacting with each other, Hedong
salt region is a small ecosystem that has the certain capacity of self-adjustment and self-renewal. Based on
this ecosystem is a complex social network composed mainly of salt merchants, the court and local officials.
The flood disaster in 1757 caused many contradictions in the operation of administration of salt industry in
an extreme form, thus a serious economic and social crisis ensued. Due to the failure of social response, the
inability of environmental restoration and the change of trade structure, the salt crisis was not alleviated for a
long time and even spread. However, the disaster promoted the change of production technology of Hedong
salt pond and the reform of salt tax. The Hedong salt industry developed amid crisis and opportunities
brought about by the mixed influence of nature and society.
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