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Prohibit Opium and People's Responce in Gannan Area during the
Republic of China

WANG Zhi-tong
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Abstract: Opium had brought great disaster to China, so the Nanjing National Government had strictly
banned opium since its inception. Since opium was prohibited in Gansu, Gannan had become a key area for
opium cultivation in the whole province. The Han, Hui and Tibetan people had gradually formed a multi-eth-
nic interactive interest chain around the planting, transportation, smoking and sale of opium. Governments
set up some organizations to implement various prohibition policies, local political and religious people cov-
ered up the planting and sale of opium to enrich themselves. Tribal people switched freely between abiding
by and violating the policy in order to safeguard their vital interests, which showed strong independence.
Even if governments used force, it would not succeed in prohibiting opium. The frontier people was the key
to the prohibition policies implementation. Their attitude and behavior determined the effectiveness of fron-
tier governance.
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