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Local Agricultural Disaster Information and Its Decision-making
Value in the Ming Dynasty
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Abstract: The collection and reporting of disaster information is the premise foundation and key link
of national disaster management. After the occurrence of agricultural disasters in the Ming Dynasty, local
governments at all levels and grass-roots people such as Li lao and intelligentsia timely reported important in-
formation such as the occurrence time, type and characteristics, spread scope, disaster degree, social harm
and solution path of agricultural disasters to the imperial court in accordance with certain procedures through
oral reports, written statements and graphic combination. This can not only ensure the imperial court to ob-
tain detailed agricultural disaster information in time, but also help the imperial court to make timely and ef-
fective decision-making and response, ensure alleviate the plight of the victims, ensure the vitality of the di-
saster areas, restore agricultural production and stabilize the ruling order. Of course, the agricultural disaster
information Memorial in the Ming Dynasty also had some problems, such as concealing the disaster, falsely
reporting the disaster situation delaying the disaster reporting and ignore the report, which became more seri-
ous when the Ming Dynasty declined, so that the agricultural disaster failed to be managed, even led to civil
commotion and accelerated the collapse of the Ming Dynasty.
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