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The Source of Grain and the Procedure of Local Grain Distribution
in the Qin Dynasty Seen on the Bamboo Slips

XIE Kun

(School of Humanities, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122)
Abstract: According to the unearthed bamboo and slips of Qin Dynasty, the grain used by the local

agencies of Qin Dynasty included three sources: "produced by the institutions themselves","grain purchased

nn

from other places", "appropriated by superiors". Local grain distribution can be divided into "grain distribu-
tion in the other place" and "local grain distribution" two categories, and the two follow different distribution
procedures. "local grain distribution" by the warehouse institution, Sikong( &) = ), farmland institution, town-
ship and other institutions responsible for the main preparation, food distribution, filing and reporting proce-
dures. Grain distribution is one of the most critical procedures, which includes four key steps: "opening ware-

house", "measuring grain", "recording" and "closing warehouse". "Taking from the official warehouse" be-
longs to cross-regional and cross-institutional catering, which requires the cooperation of institutions in dif-
ferent regions and can be completed through four steps. The "grain measurement map" in the Eastern Han
Dynasty stone in Chang-qing Street, Shandong Province, vividly presents the scene of "grain measurement"
out of the barn in the process of grain distribution.

Key words: Liye Qin wooden slips; Qin Dynasty; grain; Storage; Grain distribution
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