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The Structural Composition and Grass-Roots Social Ecology of The
Structure and Basic Social Ecology of Huizhou Shedpeople in Qing
Dynasty:The Case of Mutual Control of Soil Shed in Zuolong Village
of Xiuning County During Jiaqing Dynasty is Taken as an Example

BIAN Li

(Key Research of Social History of China / College of History, Nankai University, Tianjin 300350)

Abstract: Based on the newly discovered documents of Mutual Accusations between Indigenous Peo-
ple and Shed People in Zuolong Village, Fifth Tu of Thirty-third Du, Xiuning County, centering on the settle-
ment of soil shed case in Zuolong village, the article analyzed the structural characteristics and sources of
funds of shed people groups in Qing Dynasty, with a review of the local government and grass- roots social
ecology. Their ability of responding and handling local emergencies was discussed. It is believed that the
group of shed people was composed of shed people and hired workers, not all of them were rich farmers. In
fact, the shed people were rich farmers, while the majority of the hired workers were poor, and so as the gen-
eral shed people. The community of Shanmin was featured with charicteristics of being regional, related by
its clan and blood, and its strong mobility. Although the handling of emergencies, including with those of
Shan- people, was a concern for the local government and the social ecology at the grass-roots level, the abil-
ity of handling emergencies for the main local officials and how they were supposed to react to them was the
key to testing their capacity of management.
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