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Controversy over Wen’an Yao Dike:
A Case of Research on the Conflicts of Water Control in the Local
Society of Central Hebei during Ming and Qing Dynasties

BU Fan

(School of History, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100048)

Abstract: Since the construction of Wen'an Yao Dike due to frequent floods in the Wanli Period during
the Ming Dynasty, a series of conflicts between Wen'an County and Xiong County were caused due to the
contradiction between the interests of different counties in water control. In the early and middle periods of
the Qing Dynasty, the conflict was eased a little by the temporary convergence of the interests of water con-
trol and the systematic governance of the river system in Zhili Province, but in the late Qing dynasty, it inten-
sified again because of the changes of the river system and the political and economic crisis. In order to
reach a settlement with neighboring counties, Wen'an county finally had to completely destroy the Yao Dike
in the Guangxu Period. As a typical case of the contradictions of water control in the local society in central
Hebei in the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the conflict about Wen'an Yao Dike reflected the social crisis in politi-
cal and economic aspects at that time, which was most prominent in the late Qing Dynasty.
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