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Abstract: Based on study of the interactions between educational system and social system, this paper
constructs an analytical framework to describe the evolution of higher agricultural education in modern Chi-
na following the potential logic of "agricultural and rural development—educational organization forms—
discipline and specialty structure—characteristics of talent cultivation". Started from the transformation of
agricultural school education to modern agricultural science education promoted by the New Culture Move-
ment, Chinese higher agricultural education has experienced five drastic adjustment in the past 100 years, which
can be summarized as five transformations of higher agricultural education. Each transition period lasted about 10
years and were overall consistent with life cycle characteristics, in which had not only formed a stable education
system but also breed the fierce change with the varying social demands. In the form of higher agricultural educa-
tion institutions, agricultural colleges of comprehensive university, single subject agricultural college, multi-disci-

plinary agricultural universities and research universities with agricultural characteristics were developed succes-
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sively in time, all of which are now changing towards entrepreneurial universities. In general, our research deeply
study on the transformation regularity of Chinese higher agricultural education has valuable theoretical and practi-
cal significance for the ongoing development of the Emerging Agricultural Education under the background of Ru-
ral Revitalization Strategy.

Key words: rural revitalization strategy; agricultural and rural development; higher agricultural edu-

cation; education transformation; the Emerging Agricultural Education
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