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Bandits, Gentry and Clans: Maintenance and Reconstruction of Ru-
ral Social Order of Yishu River Basin during the Late Qing Dynasty
and the Republic of China
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Abstract: In the late Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China, the Yishu River Basin was affected by
wars for a long time, and the local government showed a weak state, unable to fully control the rural society
in the Yishu River Basin. At the same time, banditry is proliferating in the Yishu River Basin, and the bandit
power is rapidly expanding, which directly affects the stability of the rural social order. The original rural or-
der that relied on the gentry’s jurisdiction was also on the verge of disintegration. On the one hand, the gen-
try gave up the duty of maintaining public order, and on the other hand, it turned into a bad gentry and linked
with the bandit forces. In order to cope with the chaotic situation of rural order, the clan power in the Yishu
River Basin has gradually grown, and relying on clan armed forces has become the mainstay force in resist-
ing the invasion of bandits in the countryside. Clan power has also become the new leader in the manage-
ment of rural order in the Yishu River Basin.
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