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On DU Yu'’s Distributing Breeding Cattle in Zi Zhi Tong Jian
({K#%i@ %), History as a Mirror)

XIONG Di-bing

(College of Historical Culture and Tourism, Huaibei Normal University, Huaibei 235000)

Abstract: According to Zi Zhi Tong Jian, DU Yu, an official in Jin Dynasty, proposed distributing
breeding cattle raised by government to disaster victims to help resuming production. This proposal was ad-
opted by Sima Yan, Wudi (Martial Emperor) of Jin Dynasty. This record was not only conflicted to other his-
torical documents, but also to agricultural practice. Cattle could be enslaved on the condition of nasal septal
perforation and training, and male cattle would become more tempered and be easier controlled after asexual-
izing. However, cattle mentioned-above were for breeding, so they didn't experience the above necessary
links obviously, and it's very difficult to enslave for peasant. Jin Shu ({-§ ¥ ), The Book of Jin Dynasty) re-
cord 35,000 selected cattle would be trained during the process of ploughing work. Besides, the conclusion
from Zi Zhi Tong Jian was that peasant benefit much from the distribution, yet, Jin Shu didn't mention any-
thing.
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