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Abstract: The Shefen system is a rural economic system spontaneously formed by the village commu-
nity in the Qing Dynasty imitating the national tax system. It has been found in the Qing Dynasty inscrip-
tions in Shanxi, Inner Mongolia, Henan and other places. Taking Shanxi Province as an example in the Qing
Dynasty, the essence of the rural Shefen system is an economic system in which the village is the space unit,
and the money, grain and other chores are collected from the villagers in accordance with the proportion of
acres of land to build village public facilities and Saishe. After the embryonic period of Ming Dynasty, the ru-
ral Shefen system was formed in Kangxi period and perfected in Qianlong period. Its development and
changes were closely related to the national tax reform. Although the specific implementation of Shefen was
slightly different in different parts of Shanxi Province, it was mainly levied in accordance with the land area
of villages, supplemented by a variety of sharing methods such as population, livestock and silk output.
Around the collection of Shefen, the village community formed a strict security system. The implementation

of the Shefen system marked that the rural public economic source of Shanxi in the Qing Dynasty had en-
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tered an orderly and stable stage from the disordered state of relying on donations, and it was a reasonable
supplement to the commune economy in the Qing Dynasty.
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