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A Discussion of the Government's "Providing for the Older Common
People'" in Traditional Agricultural Societies

YAO Zhao-yu

(College of Humanities and Social Development, Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095)

Abstract: In traditional agricultural societies, the government played an important role in raising the
elderly of common people. The government provided financial support, life care and spiritual care for the
older common people through measures such as paying attention to their conditions from time to time, giving
preferential treatment, holding "township drinking ceremonies", conferring titles and officials, rewarding
goods, reducing taxation and servitude, mitigating measurement of penalty and centralizing support. The rul-
ers of successive dynasties attached importance to raising the elderly of the common people owing to the pro-
duction methods, social ideology and culture of the traditional agricultural society.It is the nature of the small
peasant economy - being basic and fragile that determined the feudal government had to assume the respon-
sibility of "providing for the elderly of the common people". The social culture, with people-oriented ideolo-
gy and filial piety culture as the core, shaped the rulers' responsibility and action plan to provide for the elder-
ly of the common people.
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