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Culture, Marketing and Technology:the Expansion of Citrus
in China from the 10th to 13th Century

ZHANG Feng-qi

(The Chinese Agricultural Heritage Research Center, Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095)

Abstract: The political, military, and cultural exchanges and fusion among the various regimes in Chi-
na in the 10—13th century gave citrus more cultural images and increased its priority in fruit consumption.
The increase in fruit consumption in the diet structure, the increase in urban consumer population, and the
formation of citrus diet habits have created an ever-expanding citrus consumption market. The overall prog-
ress of agronomy in the Song Dynasty, the popularization of grafting technology in citrus production, and the
improvement of citrus production processes solved the supply problem in the citrus consumer market from a
technical point of view. Based on the improvement of cultural influence, in the process of social and econom-
ic development, citrus has formed a complete production technology system. In the 10—13th century, it grad-
ually became the top one southern fruit produced and sold in China, and it has been influential today.
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