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Superstitious Activities in Hebei-Shandong-Henan Border Region
in 1948 and the Communist Party of China's Response

ZHANG Chun-peng

(College of Marxism, Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: Superstition was a long-standing unsolved problem in Hebei-Shandong-Henan Border Re-
gion, which was related to the local politics, economy and culture, especially in 1948. Frequent activities
such as burning incense and kowtowing, taking water to cure diseases, etc. carried people's demands to avoid
disasters. Meanwhile, some superstitious groups also spreaded rumors and organized riots, resulting in ideo-
logical confusion of the masses and social unrest, all of which are contrary to the Communist Party of China
(CPC)'s revolutionary goals. Therefore, in the early 1948, the Border Region Party Committee began to deal
with superstitious activities, however the command to coerce in some areas intensified the activities. Since
then, the Border Region Party Committee has amended its own policies and orders out of the people's surviv-
al , and its working style with both principles and flexibility has reversed the previous situation. As a system-
atic project, the response of the Border Region Party Committee to superstitious activities combined econom-
ic development, educating the people, stabilizing order and improving medical care, which supported the vic-
tory of the War of Liberation and laid the foundation for future rural construction.
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