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The Owl in Han Dynasty:
Investigating from Art, Agricultural and Belief History

LI Chong-rong

( National Museum of China, Beijing 100006)

Abstract: The owl history relic in Han dynasty included material object and portrait. The portrait can
be clarified to three styles. From distribution area, the owl material object was more north and northwest,
while the portrait was more east and southeast. From popular period, the owl material object was earlier than
portrait. The owl on material object might be used to relieve the Han immigration's life anxiety, such as to
prevent rodents and protect agriculture. And the owl in portrait might be used to relieve people's death anxi-
ety, which meant to protect seal's peace and help it to ascent to immortality. The difference between image
and document manifested that in the document the owl was a vicious bird, while the owl in image was posi-
tive. The reason for the difference was complex, reminding to explore the different concept of life and death,
the subject of different identities and the purpose of use.
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