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Development Characteristics and Social Benefits of Wheat Farming
in Taihu Lake Area in the Ming and Qing Dynasties
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Abstract: In the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the rice-wheat multiple cropping system centered on rice
in Taihu Lake area tended to be improved, especially the late rice-wheat multiple cropping increased and the
wheat planting area expanded. The main reasons for the expansion of wheat cultivation are that farmers do
not pay taxes for planting spring flower crops and the progress of paddy field drainage technology. Under the
system of rice wheat multiple cropping and water drought rotation, the local wheat crop production technolo-
gy has formed obvious regional characteristics. The field regulation and drainage, the seasonal control of
wheat sowing and rice transplanting, and field management are different from those of wheat planting in dry
land. Wheat development plays an important role in increasing local food production, improving rice agricul-
tural ecology and maintaining farmers' livelihood.
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