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A Preliminary Study on the Horse Policy and Its Environmental
Influence of Anhui Area in the Ming Dynasty

HAO Hong-nuan

(Institute of History, Anhui Academy of Social Sciences, Hefei 230051)

Abstract: Driven by the official horse policy, Anhui became an important area for grazing and breed-
ing the official horses in the Ming Dynasty. Based on a large number of historical materials, this paper made
a preliminary study on the expansion of areas which grazing and breeding the official horses in Anhui, the re-
lationship between the quota of horse and the area of grassland, and the environmental factors affected the
rise and fall the horse policy in the Ming Dynasty. The research on relationship between the quota of horse
and the area of grassland showed that the grassland area was generally small, and the contradiction between
horse and grass in Anhui was more prominent. The grassland was encroached and cultivated, which led to
the reduction of pasture area, and the adjustment of grazing methods also affected the quality of horses.The
natural environment and hot and humid climate conditions in Jianghuai area, especially in the south of Huai-
he River, affect the quality of horses, which is also an important factor restricting the development of horse
policy in Anhui.
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