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Explorations and Enlightenments of Land System Changes in
Late Imperial and Modern China (1851-1949)

SHEN Hao JIANG Xiu-yu
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Abstract: The land issue has always been closely related to the fate of the Chinese nation. From 1851
to 1949, the land system in China experienced three major changes. Some only stay in the exploration stage,
such as the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom's "Tian Mu System in China" and Sun Yat-sen's "Average Land Own-
ership". Others have completely rewritten the history of China. The land system, such as the land revolution
led by the Party Central Committee headed by Mao Zedong. The course of these three attempts tells us that
whoever solves the land problem will win. Farmers can get the widest support. Throughout these three explo-
rations, we can sort out the characteristics and enlightenment significance of the changes of China's land sys-
tem since late imperial and modern times, which is of great significance to the exploration and reform of ru-
ral land system in China at present.
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